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his daughter, as if he were seeking to recognise someone ;
then, as the cart passed a bend in the road near a bridge
from which a long straight strip of road led into the village
of Lixnaw, the old man dismounted to ease his horse, and
walked behind the cart still carrying his whip. The girl saw
that the stranger was following them, and had been joined
by another man ; she saw that they were both low, thickset
fellows ; she saw them begin to run, as if to catch tip the cart,
Knowing that her father was u boycotted," and fearing foul
play, she begged her father to climb back into the cart ; but
he was a friendly old man, and, weary of the boycott by his
neighbours, he turned round to begin a friendly chat. The
girl heard angry words almost at once ; she saw her father
raising his whip, then beaten down and overpowered by the
two young men, who each fired at him at point-blank range
with some sort of firearm ; her horse was startled, it tried to
bolt before she could get down to look to her father ; the old
man dragged himself towards her, calling out loudly that
he was dead ; meanwhile the assailants had disappeared.
The deed had been a bold one, committed so close to the
village and within a few yards of inhabited houses ; when the
police questioned the poor girl as to whether she had re-
cognised either of the two men, she said it was a mystery,
but the police were sure from her behaviour that she really
knew more about the matter. Inside the house lay the body
of her father, covered by a white sheet, near the fire : she
took a last look at his face and saw that his brow was con- ^
tracted as if he had been in pain before death, and through
the sheet she saw the blood soaking from his wounds; then,
her fear overcome by emotion, she began to whisper to the
police : she told them that the two men were short and
thickset and that one was like Mike Carroll, the son of the
clerk, who was sitting in the chair in the kitchen ; she gave
the heights of the men, but not their names. Afterwards it
was understood that she had identified two men. At all
events, two young men, Daniel Hayes and Daniel Moriarty,
the former a stranger to the district, the latter a lodger in a
house close to the scene of the murder, had been arrested and
were committed for trial* The trial took place before Mr.